MINNESOTA BARREL RACING ASSOCIATION

BYLAWS AND RULES 2009

ARTICLE I.             NAME AND PURPOSE

A. The name of the Association will be the Minnesota Barrel Racing Association.

B. The Minnesota Barrel Racing Association, hereinafter referred to as MBRA, shall be set up as a 



non-profit organization.

ARTICLE II.
BYLAWS


A.
MBRA rules will be as follows.  Specific ground rules of any event committee must be followed 



when posted.


B.
Any rule not clarified in MBRA bylaws, members will be referred to the officers for clarification.

C.
Points will be posted towards MBRA standings after membership fees are paid in full to an MBRA officer.  


D.
Membership is limited to Minnesota residents only.


E.
The MBRA membership year begins November 1st and ends October 31st.


F.
The MBRA 2008 competition year begins May 1st and ends September 30th.


G.
Annual dues 

Option 1 – Members joining the MBRA under option one are required to complete fundraisers to be eligible to receive year-end awards.

$30.00 - single

$55.00 - family/parents and children under age 18

Option 2 – Members joining the MBRA under option two are encouraged, but not required to complete fundraisers to be eligible for year-end awards.

$100.00 single

$200.00 family/parents and children under age 18

* The above dues entitle member to designate one (1) competition division.


H.
Additional division may be entered at $50.00 per division with no additional fundraising required.


I.
Regular meetings will be held and members notified of the schedule ahead of time of the day, time and location of the meetings.

J.
Whenever the majority of members are not present, a majority of those members present have the authority to carry decisions.  The President or Vice President must be present to conduct meetings.


K.
Amendment(s) to the bylaws will be voted on by written ballot to all paid members.  Notification 


of any amendment(s) to the bylaws will be given in two (2) newsletters prior to voting on the 



amendment(s).  Amendments will be voted on/counted at the October meeting.

L.
All grievance(s) must be submitted in writing to the MBRA President within two (2) weeks of grievance, and will be brought before the board for further action.

M.
All Bylaw requests or additions must be signed by the member(s) requesting the change/addition. 

ARTICLE III.
SUSPENSION


A.
Any member may be put on probation from the MBRA and may be denied any or all privileges of the MBRA whenever it shall have been established by satisfactory evidence to the Board of Directors that such member has knowingly and willfully violated a pertinent rule of the Association.  


B.
The Board will meet regarding the violation.  If the member is found guilty, the member will be 



put on suspension for 30 days. 


C.
Any suspension will start at the time of the offense, not the date of the board meeting.  Any 



points earned during the suspension will not be posted toward year-end standings.


D.
Any member may be removed from the MBRA by a 2/3 affirmative vote of all members if found 



guilty of a violation of the bylaws.

ARTICLE IV.
OFFICERS


A.
Officers of the MBRA shall consist of: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Points 



tabulator, Awards Chairperson and Futurity Co- Chairperson’s.

B.
Board members of the MBRA shall consist of: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Points tabulator, Awards Chairperson, Banquet Chairperson, Futurity Co-Chairperson’s, Match Race Chairperson, and Jackpot Chairperson.  

C.
Any officer elected by the members may be removed from office by 2/3 affirmative vote of all members.

ARTICLE V.
ELECTIONS


A. Nominations for officers shall be held prior to September 1st and notices will be mailed to all members with voting ballots to be returned on or before the October Meeting date.  October elections and ballots will be presided over by two (2) designated members of the board.  Ballots to be mailed to the Secretary before the October meeting or brought personally to the meeting.    Members, other than the secretary, may not cast votes for members absent from the meeting.


B.    Individual members, age 14 and older, are granted (1) vote.  Family memberships are granted up to two (2) 

        votes, if age requirements are met.

ARTICLE VI.
AWARDS


A.
Awards will be presented in accordance with the stated point system.


B.
The awards will be presented at an awards banquet to be held at a designated time and place.


C.
Awards will be presented through 10th place in all divisions.


D.
The member or pre-designated representative must be present to accept their awards or the award 

will be forfeited.  Any exceptions must be approved by the Awards Chairperson in advance.

              E
In the case of a tie, the MBRA will divide the awards evenly among those tied members.

F The awards chairperson will use their discretion for creating an awards committee.  All members are expected to help with donations. 

G Buckles to be awarded in the Top 5 in the Rodeo and Open division, the Youth Champion, Youth Reserve champion, and the Peewee Champion.  Rookie award to be given in each division if applicable.  Additional filler to be given to Top 10 in each division as budget allows.

H Year end point/money for the “top 10” in each division for Year End Awards to be based on TOP 40 slips/checks turned in during the competition year for each individual member in each division.  (Based off of the highest slips/checks/ you turn in during the year.)

I For each $300 product/banner or cash sponsor the member will receive an Option 1 (Fundraisers required) membership for the next year for free.  EX: $600 in sponsorships you will receive Rodeo & Open membership privileges for the following year. 

ARTICLE VII.
MEMBERSHIP

A. Prospective new members will be allowed to attend one (1) meeting without membership privileges.

ARTICLE VIII.
MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS AND PRIVILEGES

A. All members are expected to uphold the MBRA purpose and good name.  They will conduct themselves accordingly.

B. All members will participate in required fundraisers or pay the additional fee; the deadline for such fund raisers to be July 31 of the competition year.  Any member not participating in required fundraisers or paying the additional fee will forfeit year-end award.

C. All members will give as much recognition to the donors of awards as possible throughout the Barrel Racing season.

D. All members will try and encourage new members.

E. A member is eligible for rookie of the year the first year of membership in the MBRA.  

ARTICLE IX.
DIVISION

A. RODEO (Open to all members).  Any barrel race for money within the state of Minnesota.

B. OPEN (Open to members 18 years of age and older as of January 1st of competition year also Junior’s who choose to move up to this division).  Any barrel race within the state of Minnesota.

C.
YOUTH (Open to members 11 – 17 years of age as of January 1st of competition year also PeeWee’s who 
choose to move up to this division.)  Any barrel race within the state of Minnesota.

D. 
PEEWEE (open to members 10 years of age and under as of January 1st of competition year.)  Any barrel race within the state of Minnesota.  

E.
A PeeWee may choose to compete in the Youth division and a Youth may choose to compete in the Open division, but may not compete in both the Open division and Youth division or Open division and Peewee division in the same competition year.  They are allowed to compete in PeeWee and Rodeo, or Youth and Rodeo in the same competition year.

F.
POINTS SCORING SYSTEM FOR OPEN, YOUTH, & PEEWEE DIVISIONS:  

Placing in the 1st division will be awarded points based on the total number of entries in the class.

Placing in the 2nd division will be awarded points based on the total entries in the 2nd, 3rd and 4th division, plus the disqualifications.

Placing in the 3rd division will be awarded points based on the total entries in the 3rd and 4th divisions, plus the disqualifications.

Placing in the 4th division will be awarded points based on the number of entries in the 4th division, plus the disqualifications.

Points will be total number of horses for 1st, less one for 2nd, less 2 for 3rd, etc. down to 10th place in each division in accordance with the above total entries for each division.  At the end of the year  if there is a tie in any division the highest points slip will count for the tie breaker.

This point system will be used for scoring all competitions in the Open, Youth & Peewee Division.  If an event has more than one (1) go-round, you will receive points for your placing in each go.  You will not be awarded points for placing in the average.

G.
A MAXIMUM of (2) two runs per day, with a MAXIMUM OF (8) runs per week (Monday – Sunday) may be posted per member per division.  A 'run' is defined as all money/points earned on a single entry free.  Each additional entry fee paid is considered a separate 'run'.

H.
Points in the Open, Youth and Peewee division must be submitted on a completed MBRA point slip (division, member name, correct date, specific location, official signature and/or website where results are posted are acceptable, number of entries), and must be postmarked on or before the 10th of the month following the competition.

I.
Points in the Rodeo division must be postmarked by the 10th of the following month or within two weeks of the date on the check.

J.
Any member competing in more than one (1) division must decide where their points will be posted every time placings are turned in.  Money won may be posted in the Rodeo Division, or points for placing may be posted in the Open, Youth, or Peewee Division.  Points for a single placing may only be applied to one division.  Once the points are turned in, no changes or transfers can be made.  

K.
Any Barrel Race in the state of Minnesota will count for points.

L.
MBRA sanctioned Jackpots/Speed Shows will be the only event to count for Points/Money on the dates the Association has a scheduled event.  In the case of a multi-day non MBRA event where there is no control of the draw; if one day of the event falls on an MBRA sanctioned event date, the entire non-MBRA event would not count.  

M.
When the MBRA hosts an event, members are required to work a minimum of 30 minutes in order to collect points/money for year-end standings.  

N.
Match Race Weekend, only Friday counts for points if the Match is held in Minnesota, if it is held outstate then no points count from Friday to Sunday of Match Weekend.
ARTICLE X.       MIDWEST MATCH RACE

A.
Match Team expenses (team entry fees and stalls) will be paid for by the MBRA depending on the budget availability.

B.
Only the Match division counts for establishing the team for match race – point system will be managed in a separate addendum.

ARTICLE XI.
DISSOLUTION

A. Dissolution of the Association shall require vote by all members.

B.
If and when the dissolution occurs, the money in the treasury will be distributed equally to all paid members of the current year.

ARTICLE XII
WSCA (Western Saddle Clubs Association)

A.
MBRA will become a member of WSCA each year.  If any club member is interested in running at State fair they must have a 1st place and declare to an officer that they are interested in case we need to have a run off, run off must be done before July 1st each year.

Midwest Match Race Addendum:

As stated in article X, Match Race qualification is based solely on points accumulated in the Match division.  Match race points will be accumulated based on both Open runs at an MBRA sponsored jackpot event designated as a Match Race Qualifier.  The total accumulation will then be figured at 60%.  This means that of the 10 runs for 2008 a participant’s 6 top runs will count as points toward Match Race qualification.  Points will be awarded from 1st Place MBRA member receiving 50 points on down to 50th Place MBRA member receiving 1 point.  Points will be posted on our website any corrections need to be sent to Points Tabulator for review.

Minnesota is currently allowed to send two (2) teams, and A Team and a B Team to the Midwest Match Race.  In order to send a B Team you must first provide an Alternate for the Interstate Team – potentially we could send 21 Ladies/Girls to the Midwest Match Race.  Each year a different state will host the Match, schedule as follows:

2009 – Indiana

2010 – Iowa

2011 – Ohio

2012 – Kentucky

2013 – Illinois

2014 – Minnesota

2015 – Missouri

2016 - Wisconsin

In the year that Minnesota is the Host of the Midwest Match Race our members are asked to get more sponsorship’s due to the cost of putting on the Match.  All members are to be involved in the hosting of the event as any funds generated from this event come back to the entire Association of MBRA.

